
 

January 22, 2018 
 
 
Dear Truman Elementary parents and guardians, 
 
Hickman Mills C-1 School District is committed to providing a safe environment 
for our students to learn and succeed in.  As a part of this commitment, we 
recently volunteered for environmental testing of all district facilities, testing 
specifically for radon. This letter is to inform you that Truman Elementary had 
isolated areas where radon levels were elevated. We also want to inform you 
how the District plans to mitigate and our plans to communicate progress. 
 
Radon is an odorless and colorless gas that has been found in homes and other 
building structures throughout the United States. Radon comes from the natural 
breakdown of uranium in soil, rock, and water that rises from the ground and 
gets into the air that we all breathe. Exposure is often much greater at home than 
at work or school. Experts agree that radon is not harmful unless there are 
numerous years of prolonged exposure. 
 
Our testing was conducted by the Department of Health and Senior Services 
(DHSS) and revealed small, isolated areas of elevated radon levels at Truman. 
After receiving the results, HMC-1 reached out to certified radon mitigation 
companies recommended by DHSS.  Mitigation will be installed at the school as 
soon as possible.  In an effort to be transparent about this process, we will 
provide progress updates on the school’s website, as they become available. 
 
Please know that DHSS officials have reassured HMC-1 administration that 
students and staff are not under any health risks. A letter with more 
information about radon can also be found on the school’s website under 
Announcements. 
 
The safety of our students and staff is always of the utmost importance to us.  If 
you have additional questions or concerns, please call (816) 316-8100. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Yolanda Cargile 
Yolanda Cargile, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
 
 
 
 
 
 





SCHOOL RADON TESTING PROGRAM 
 

Radon in Schools: Fact Sheet for Parents 
 

WHAT IS RADON? 

Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas that is odorless, colorless, and tasteless.  It comes from a 
natural decay of uranium that is found in nearly all soils in the United States.  Radon gas is in the air, 
both inside and outside, so we are all exposed to radon every day.  When people are outside, the radon 
levels are so low that it poses no health threat.  Unfortunately, radon gas inside buildings can build up to 
levels that become unhealthy. 

WHY IS RADON A CONCERN? 

National studies have found that exposure to radon is linked to lung cancer. Radon is the second leading 
cause of lung cancer, after cigarette smoking. The risk estimates are based on exposure over a lifetime, 
and most lung cancer cases occur after age 60.  Radon does not appear to be linked to any other diseases, 
such as asthma. When considering the risk to children, keep in mind that children spend an estimated 12 
percent of their time in school and more than 75 percent of their time at home, during the year.  So, 
while it is a good idea to test schools for radon, it is even more important to test your home and mitigate 
if there are high levels of radon.  Reducing exposure to radon, whether at home or school, reduces risk 
of lung cancer later in life.   

WHY IS MY CHILD’S SCHOOL BEING TESTED? 

In 2003, the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services began a program to offer free radon 
testing to all public schools in the state.  DHSS reaches out to additional school districts each year to 
take part in this free testing.  Currently 97% of the districts have been tested.  The purpose of this 
program is to lower the overall exposure to radon for school children in Missouri.   

HOW IS THE SCHOOL TESTED? 

Radon levels fluctuate with the changes in temperature, weather, seasons, building condition, and many 
other factors.  To best identify potential radon exposure, typically DHSS first uses long-term radon 
detectors placed in all ground contact classrooms for the duration of a school year.  Then any elevated 
classrooms are retested the following school year with continuous radon monitors over a period of at 
least 96 hours.  Because radon levels change over time, it is common to do confirmation testing, and it is 
usually done in the cooler months, which is the time radon levels in a building are generally highest.   

IS RADON TESTING DANGEROUS IN ANY WAY? 

No, the detectors are very small and emit no light, sound, or odor of any kind.  
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WHAT LEVEL OF RADON IS A PROBLEM AND HOW CAN IT BE 
FIXED? 

We are all exposed to radon every day.  It is something that is unavoidable, but we can take steps to 
reduce our exposure to radon.  DHSS recommends that action be taken to reduce levels if the 
concentration of radon is 4 picocuries per liter (pCi/L) or higher.  This is consistent with federal 
Environmental Protection Agency recommendations too.  This reference level is used to protect against 
a lifetime of exposure above this level in homes; it is not considered an immediate health risk and is 
very protective for a school setting.   

All schools want to provide a safe place for their students and staff.  When DHSS confirms elevated 
radon levels in a school building, DHSS works with the school district to help them address the issue.  
For school rooms with levels of 4 pCi/L or more, sometimes simply adjusting the heating-ventilation-air 
conditioning systems can reduce the radon levels sufficiently.  Other times simple systems can be 
installed that vent radon gas from below the building to the outside, where it is quickly diluted to very 
low levels. 

WHAT CAN I DO? 

Test your home.  As mentioned before, more than 75 percent of a child’s time is spent in the home 
environment.  The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services offers free home test kits to all 
Missouri residents.  The kit can be requested by going online at 
https://health.mo.gov/living/environment/radon/testkit.php or by calling the Department directly.   

If you have already tested your home and found low levels of radon, you may want to retest if changes 
have occurred that could affect radon levels.  Examples of changes are new cracks opening up in the 
foundation, home remodeling that could change air flows in the house, or new construction nearby (such 
as installation of an in-ground swimming pool) that could affect the pattern of air flow in the soil.  If you 
already have a mitigation system in your home, the DHSS recommends that you retest every two years 
to ensure the system is working properly. 

 

For further information, contact: 

The Department of Health and Senior Services 

Healthy Indoor Environments 

(866) 628-9891 or (573) 751-6102 

www.health.mo.gov 
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